THE    GREAT    TUDORS
to alter and amend them as time and circumstances shall
suggest. " The children " must pass an entrance examina-
tion ; they may " bring no mete nor drink nor botellis nor
Use in the Scole no brekefastys nor drinkingis in the tyme of
lerninge in no wyse."
" In noo tyme in the yere they shall use talought
[tallow] candill in noo wyse but allonly wexcandill at
the cost of theyre ffrendes." *
" I will also they shall have noo remedies [holidays];
yff the maister graunteth eny remedies, he shall forfeit
forty shillings, Except the Kyng or a archebisshopp or a
bishopp presente in his owne persone in the Scole
desyre it." 2
The affection Colet bore to his school is shown by the
letter which he sent to Lily with the final draft of his
Accidence, and the language of the preface is characteristic
of one who, as Erasmus says, " took a delight in the purity
and simplicity of nature that is in children ":
" I praye God all may be to his honour and to the
erudicyon and profyt of children my countre men,
Londoners specyally, whom dygestynge this lytel werke
I had alwaye before myn eyen. . . . Wherefore I praye
you, al lytel babys, al lytel chyldren, lernc gladly this
lytel treatyse, and commende it dylygently unto your
memoryes. Trustynge of this beynnynge that yc shal
precede and growe to parfyt lyterature, and come at
the last to be grete clarkes. And lyfte up your lytel
whyte handes for me, whiche prayeth for you to God:
to whom be al honour and imperyal majeste and glory:
Amen."
The subjects of instruction in the new school may not
appear to us to mark a new epoch; but we can realise that
they broke fresh ground in many directions, when we com-
pare them with the stereotyped curriculum in vogue in the
mediaeval schools. This consisted of the " trivium," Dialec-
tic, Grammar, and Rhetoric. Hitherto, Dialectic had been
1  Wax candles were expensive, and found only in wealthy households, which
seems to prove that Colet did not intend his to be a " charity " school.
2  This last Statute is still in force; but elsewhere Colct laid down that there
should be 153 holidays and half-holidays in each year.